Minutes of the Longbridge Deverill and Crockerton Parish Council Meeting Held at the Village Hall on 7th.July 2008.

Present    Councillors K.Manfield,(Chair)P. Withey (Vice-Chair) W. Hurd, T Minter, Mrs E.P Pidgeon, G. Read, B. Marshall,J.Algar.  M. Mounde District Councillor

Also Present Mrs. F. Wheeler, Upper Deverills Parish Council. G.Dopheide, Crockerton Parish Forum and School Governor. R. Munro, Wiltshire County Council.

Minutes of the meeting held 6th.May were confirmed and signed..   

595   Party at Bargate Crockerton week end of 27th./28th./29th June.

         (This item was dealt with at this stage in the Agenda as Cllr. M.Mounde had to leave early.)

        Numerous complaints were received by councilors in the Crockerton area about the noise,   traffic and general unruly behavior caused by people attending a weekend long party at The Bargate Restaurant. Cllr.Manfield passed round various letters from residents and advised that she had spoken to the police and West Wilts. District Council about the events. Cllr.Mounde had also spoken to the Licensing department at West Wilts and they were now aware of the problems. Unfortunately twelve functions can take place with the license they have already and the owner of the Bargate has implied that more will be occurring. The police will now be monitoring the situation regarding traffic and nuisance and the license will be looked at on renewal. It was suggested that a letter be sent to Longleat, to see if they could assist in any way.

596  Matters Arising from previous Minutes.

        596-1    Grass cutting on green opposite Crockerton School.  Cllr.Marshall advised that Mr.  Dave Wilkinson would continue doing this for £15 a fortnight. It was proposed by Cllr.Marshall and seconded by Cllr.Minter that the Parish Council should fund this.

       596-2      Cllr.Hurd welcomed the new Clerk.

       596-3      Cllr.Minter advised that he had met with Mr.G Dopherde regarding the new school playing field and transport issues at the school. The field has only just started to be used by the school in the last week, but the issue of the Parish using it will be raised at the next  meeting of the full Governing body which is on the 8th.July. As far as they are aware, the school's insurance will cover anyone using it. The new Crockerton Forum, designed to join the school and Crockerton residents together to solve any problems, had met and any Councilor is welcome at the next meeting,which will be advertised.

597  Planning Matters.

        597-1   Proposed sign next to the garage at Longbridge.  All councilors felt that this would cause even more distractions on an already dangerous junction. They were also concerned that the sign would be illuminated all night and would not necessarily advertise items in the shop.  Proposed by Cllr.Withey, seconded by Cllr.Hurd that the clerk be asked to write to the Planning Department with the concerns and recommendation that consent is not given.

       597-2   Cllr.Manfield handed round two letters received concerning removal of license conditions at Rye Hill.

598   Parish Budget

         The Parish accounts stand as follows:- Current A/C £215.67   Deposit A/C £12349.48.

Since the last meeting £4000 has been paid into the deposit account( the Parish Precept) and £500 transferred for expenses. Just one cheque has been issued to Mr.Aplin for his final Clerk's fee and expenses.

Cllr.Hurd requested assistance for the Parish History Group. They still require approx.£500 to cover the cost of printing their book, a copy of which will be given to each household in the Parish. We originally gave £100.  Cllr.Mounde will ask AONB if they have any finance available.  Cllr. Withey proposed and Cllr.Manfield seconded the proposal to give up to £500 for the project to be completed.

599    Councilors Reports

         599-1  Parish Hall     No Report

         599-2  Tourism         No Report

         599-3  Police            Cllr.Manfield circulated a photograph and information about our neighborhood policeman.

         599-4  Utilities         Cllr.Marshall asked about the lack of glass in the phone box in Crockerton.  Clerk to contact BT.

        599-5   Highways      Various potholes and road problems were reported. The clerk will contact Highways regarding these. The Parish Steward scheme will also be contacted to clear around signs on entering the village. Cllr. Hurd agreed to speak to the landowner regarding plastic next to the A350.

                                         Cllr.Hurd reported that the Neighborhood Watch member for  Longbridge had asked about flashing lights to slow cars in Sand Street. Cllr.Manfield advised that we were working with the Upper Deverills on transport issues and this would be considered alongside other recommendations.

600 Clerk's Report.

        The Clerk reported that routine correspondence had been circulated following the previous Clerk's system. Mrs. Few asked if the next full Council Agendas and Minutes could be sent in the post as hand delivery was very time (and fuel) consuming. Email will be utilized if possible for any items which need a fast response.

        The Clerk also reported that she had to purchase a new computer on the failure of her elderly laptop. It was proposed by Cllr Manfield and seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Pidgeon that the full cost of £560 be reimbursed to the Clerk, with the laptop being owned by the council should the clerk terminate the job.

        It was requested that the Clerk should put some items in the Parish News so that the community could see what the Council was involved with and possibly put the agreed Minutes on a website.

       The Clerk advised of a Community Transport meeting on 17th. July. Cllr.Minter to attend if possible and raise the idea of more cycleways.

601  Any Other Business

        601-1    Cllr.Manfield introduced Mr. R. Munro from Wilts County Council, who gave the Council some insight into how the new Unitary Authority would be run. He also gave  information on the delegation of some services we may be able to run ourselves. Full information on the talk can be found in literature supplied. Mr.Munro also reminded Councilors that they may have to stay in office for a further two years, and to make any views they may have known to the County Council.

       601-2     A discussion took place regarding the use of the Parish Website.  It was felt that this could be utilized more by the Council and possibly the Crockerton Forum. It was decided to try and contact the Web Site organiser for more information on how it was set up.

Date of Next Meeting   September 1st. 2008        Meeting finished at 21.40.
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